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PROGRESS THROUGH THE LEAGUE 





HE question of transfering control 

of German disarmament from the In- 
terallied Military Control Commission to 
the League of Nations occupied the center 
of the stage at the forty-third Council 
meeting in Geneva, although the actual 
conversations about the matter were held 
outside the Council. A dramatic touch, 
probably not without influence in the 
final outcome, was added by the official 
notification to Foreign Ministers Briand 
and Stresemann that they had been award- 
ed the Nobel Peace Prize for 1926 for their 
work at Locarno. Chamberlain shares the 
previously unawarded Nobel Prize for 
1925 with Vice-President Dawes. 


The Council of Ambassadors, the leg- 
ally appointed body charged with super- 
vising German fulfillment of the terms of 
the peace treaties, was simultaneously 
convened in Paris on December 9. Ger- 
man representatives were heard and the 
Ambassadors reported to Geneva that 
Germany was not completely disarmed. 
The Koénigsberg fortifications and the 
export of half-finished potential war ma- 
terials from Germany to Sweden, Russia 
and China were the principal stumbling 
blocks. The situation contained poten- 
tialities of a major crisis due to the un- 
certain state of both French and Ger- 
man public opinion. The League Coun- 
cil finally worked out a plan for League 
investigation of German armaments, and 
adjourned December 11, the negotiators 
of the Locarno treaties remaining to dis- 
cuss a date on which to transfer control. 
The following agreement was reached 
on December 12: 

1. Diplomatic negotiations will be continued be- 
fore the Ambassadors’ Conference on the 
questions of fortifications and war materials. 

2. Pending a settlement, all work on the forti- 
fications in question will cease. 

8. The ‘atecrallied Commission of Control will 
withdraw from Germany on January 31, 


1927, and as from that date Article 213 of . 
the Treaty of Peace will be applied in ac- 
cordance with the conditions laid down by 
the Council of the League of Nations. 
4. If on that date and contrary to expectations 
an amicable arrangement is not reached in 
regard to these questions, they will be 
brought before the League Council. 
Each of the Governments represented in the 
Ambassadors’ Conference may attach to its 
embassy at Berlin a technical expert author- 
ized to reach an agreement with competent 
German authorities in regard to all questions 
of execution respecting the settlements reach- 
ed or to be reached. 


Article 213 of the Versailles Treaty 
providing for possible investigation of 
German armaments b the League Coun- 
cil is open to various interpretations. 
Therefore some observers attach especial 
importance to the fact that on December 
10, Germany signed the protocol of the 
World Court. Briand and Stresemann 
have returned home confident that each 
has achieved the maximum at minimum 
cost. 


The League Council decided the fol- 
lowing matters: 


1. The Economic Conference will meet May 4, 
1927, at Geneva, and all non-League states, 
including the United States and Soviet Rus- 
sia will be invited. 

2. The Disarmament Preparatory Commission 
which meets next March was asked “to sub- 
mit proposals with regard to the moment at 
which it will be possible to convene a gen- 
eral disarmament conference.” This will 
probably postpone the Conference until 1928 
to assure adequate preparation. 

3. The convocation of an international confer- 
ence on private manufacture of arms in the 
fall of 1927 was asked in case the general 
disarmament conference does not meet be- 
fore September, 1927. Non-League states 
will be invited including the United States. 

4. A resolution to build a giant wireless sta- 
tion in Geneva was approved. 

5. An international loan for the Free City of 
Dantzig was authorized. 

6. The report on the loan for the settlement of 
the Bulgarian refugees was approved. 


MILDRED S. WERTHEIMER. 
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Italy and The Balkans 


HE five-year treaty of arbitration 

and friendship concluded on No- 
vember 27, at Tirana between Albania 
and Italy guarantees the “political, juri- 
dical and territorial status quo of Al- 
bania.”’ The treaty provides also for the 
arbitration of any questions arising be- 
tween the two countries which carcnot 
be solved through the ordinary diplo- 
matic channels. Notwithstanding the fact 
that the treaty was not technically in op- 
position to the Covenant of the League, it 
has aroused considerable apprehension in 
Jugoslavia. It is regarded in Belgrade 
as establishing a protectorate over Al- 
bania contrary to the spirit of the Italo- 
Jugoslav compact of 1924, and thereby 
furthering Italian preponderance in the 
Adriatic and extending Italian influence 
in the Balkans. It is considered that the 
resignation of Foreign Minister Ninchitch 
and the whole Jugoslav cabinet on De- 
cember 6 was a direct outgrowth of the 
signature of the recent treaty. The in- 
ternal pclitical crisis in Jugoslavia has 
been further aggravated by the sudden 
death on December 10, of Nicolai Pa- 
shitch, the veteran Jugoslav statesman. 
At the moment (December 14) no new 
cabinet has been formed and a consider- 
able political realignment of forces is in 
progress at Belgrade. 


The system of commercial and poli- 
tical treaties between Italy, on the one 
hand, and a number of Balkan states on 
the other, has definitely established Ital- 
ian interests in southeastern Europe. 
While the ultimate aims of Mussolini’s 
foreign policy in the Balkans remain ob- 
scure, a certain tendency toward opposi- 
tion between French and Italian diplo- 
macy in this region has been observed. 

G. N. 
Notes 


The recognition by Mexico of the Lib- 
eral government recently established on 
the east coast of Nicaragua was followed 
(December 11) by a lengthy manifesto 
from Adolfo Diaz, President of the Con- 
servative government recognized by the 
United States !ast month, in which Mex- 
ico is accused of organizing an armed 
expedition against the Conservative gov- 
ernment and President Calles is charged 
with attempting to introduce Mexican 
“communism” into Nicaragua. Parts of 
the manifesto cabled in full by the As- 
sociated Press recall the newspaper dis- 
patches inspired by the State Depart- 
ment on November 17, in which the 
spectre of a Mexican-fostered Bolshe- 
vist hegemony over Central America 
was pictured as menacing the Panama 
Canal. With Congress requesting infor- 
mation about the November dispatch, the 
State Department maintains strict silence 
on the latest Nicaraguan developments. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 
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The President’s message to Congress 
contains only rather casual references to 
foreign affairs. Legislation “-r the re- 
turn of alien property should “at the 
same time” satisfactorily safeguard ““Am- 
erican claims.” No suggestion is made 
that there will be any modification of the 
present policy of laissez-faire towards 
China. Hope is expressed for “at least 
some measure of agreement’? from the 
Preparatory Commission for the Dis- 
armament Conference. 

That the President may at the proper 
time, “take the initiative towards carrying 
further the work begun at the Washing- 
ton Conference in 1921,” is hinted. No 
reference was made to the World Court 
nor to the proposal strongly urged by 
the enemies of the Court and of the 
League, that the President initiate a 
Third Hague Conference for the codifica- 
tion of international law. 





A new Alien Land Law in Japan be- 
came effective November 10. For the 
first time since 1873, foreign persons 
and corporations are permitted to acquire 
land rights except in designated districts 
reserved for military purposes. Although 
the law provides for restriction of the 
privilege to nationals of such countries 
as offer analagous privileges to Japanese 
subjects, that prohibition is not made 
effective. 


The Poison Gas Protocol was referred 
back by the United States Senate to the 
Foreign Relations Committee without a 
roll call on December 13. This may 
kill the protocol in spite of the fact 
that Secretary Kellogg and General 
Pershing have both strongly urged rati- 
fication. The American Legion and the 
United States Synthetic Organic Chem- 
ical Manufacturers’ Association have op- 
posed ratification. 








Marshal Pilsudski’s press decree of 
November 7* was rejected by the Sejm 
on December 9 without protest from the 
Polish Cabinet. 


Turkey, by Arnold J. Toynbee and Ken- 
neth P. Kirkwood. New York, 1927, 
Scribner’s. An authoritative well-writ- 
ten history of Turkey since 1919. 

The Blight of Asia, by George Horton. 
Indianapolis, 1926, the Bobbs-Merrill 
Company. An anti-Turkish publica- 
tion. 

The Struggle for Power in Moslem Asia, 
by E. Alexander Powell. New York, 
1923, the Century Company. The anti- 
thesis to The Blight of Asia. 

Democracy and Finance in China: A Study 
in the Development of Fiscal Systems 
and Ideals, by Kinn Wei Shaw. New 
York, 1926, Columbia University Press. 
A scholarly exposition, invaluable for 
the student. 


*News Bulletin, Vol. V1, No. 1, November 12, 1926. 
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